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reflect the enacted levels of budget authority, 
outlays and revenue in the tax bill. This will 
hold other measures assumed in the budget 
resolution harmless for the permissible vari-
ance in budget authority and revenue between 
the budget resolution and enacted tax bill. 

Accordingly, the adjusted 302(a) allocation 
to the Committee on Ways and Means is as 
follows: 

Fiscal year 2003: $14,576,000,000 in new 
budget authority and $14,512,000,000 in out-
lays. 

Fiscal year 2004: $20,626,000,000 in new 
budget authority and $20,054,000,000 in out-
lays. 

The period of fiscal years 2004–2008: 
$24,079,000,000 in new budget authority and 
$23,876,000,000 in outlays. 

The period of fiscal years 2004–2013: 
$39,261,000,000 in new budget authority and 
$39,128,000,000 in outlays. 

The changes in the Ways and Means allo-
cation cause changes in the budgetary aggre-
gates. Accordingly, I also modify the budg-
etary aggregates to the following levels: 

Fiscal year 2003: $1,877,204,000 in new 
budget authority and $1,829,299,000 in out-
lays; $1,310,347,000 in revenues. 

Fiscal year 2004: $1,880,555,000 in new 
budget authority and $1,903,502,000 in out-
lays. 

The period of fiscal years 2004–2013: 
$19,632,020,000,000 in revenues. 

Questions may be directed to Dan Kowalski 
at 67270.

f 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from California (Mr. FILNER) is 
recognized for 5 minutes. 

(Mr. FILNER addressed the House. 
His remarks will appear hereafter in 
the Extensions of Remarks.)

f 

BUSH ADMINISTRATION STRIPS 
VETERANS’ BENEFITS 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Ohio (Mr. STRICKLAND) is 
recognized for 5 minutes. 

Mr. STRICKLAND. Mr. Speaker, 
these are difficult days for our country. 
The war is not over. We continue to 
have young Americans killed, almost 
on a daily basis in Iraq, and that coun-
try is very unsettled. But that is not 
why I rise to speak tonight. I rise to 
speak about soldiers of wars passed. 

Just this past weekend in Marietta, 
Ohio, I attended a meeting of the Pur-
ple Heart Association; and later on 
that evening I spoke to a group of vet-
erans who had served on the LST ships, 
those large ships that transported 
cargo and goods and soldiers, landing 
them on the beaches of Normandy and 
elsewhere; and I was struck by the fact 
that these veterans are full of goodwill 
and wonderful stories about their lives 
as members of the United States 
Armed Forces. They went through 
some hellish experiences, things that 
we can only imagine, I guess, in our 
darkest moments. 

But I am concerned, Mr. Speaker, 
that this country, as rich as we are and 

as willing as we are to take care of the 
well-off among us, that this country is 
failing to live up to its obligations to 
our Nation’s veterans. I would just like 
to share some of the actions that have 
been recently taken by the President 
and this administration that I think 
are so harmful to veterans. 

Approximately a year and a half or 
so ago, the VA made a decision that 
they were going to increase the cost of 
a prescription drug that a veteran 
would have to pay from $2 a prescrip-
tion to $7 a prescription, and I thought 
that was outrageous at the time, and I 
introduced legislation to roll back that 
decision. But the matter has gotten 
worse. In the President’s budget which 
he sent to us a few months ago, in fact, 
the budget that he sent to us in Janu-
ary at the very time when we were pre-
paring to send our young men and 
women into harm’s way in Iraq, the 
President sent us a budget that asked 
that the cost of a prescription drug be 
increased, the copayment, not at $7, 
but that that be increased up to $15 a 
prescription. I felt like that was a 
shameful act. But the President also 
asked in his budget that the cost of a 
clinic visit be increased from $15 to $20. 
The President asked in his budget that 
there be an annual enrollment fee of 
$250 imposed upon Priority 7 and 8 vet-
erans. It just seems as if it does not 
stop. 

Then, Secretary Principi created a 
new priority group of veterans, which 
is now known as Priority Group 8, and 
these are veterans who do not have 
service-connected disabilities and are 
considered higher-income veterans. So 
the decision was made that these Pri-
ority 8 veterans simply could no longer 
enroll in the VA health care system. 
Now, how much money does one have 
to make in order to be considered a 
higher-income Priority 8 veteran? 
Well, in my district and in other parts 
of the country, one can make as little 
as $22,000 a year. 

Now, Mr. Speaker, those of us who 
serve in this Chamber make over 
$150,000 a year, and maybe we just can-
not understand what it is like to make 
$22,000 a year. Maybe we just think if 
one makes $22,000 a year, one is going 
to have all one needs to pay their bills 
and support their families and so on. 
But, quite frankly, I think it is shame-
ful that at a time when we are giving 
huge tax breaks to the richest among 
us, that we would impose a $250 annual 
enrollment fee on veterans who have 
honorably served this Nation, whose 
incomes are as little as $22,000 a year. 

Well, I do not know what the solu-
tion is. I know some of my colleagues 
in this Chamber say, well, we are never 
going to have these requests that the 
President has made passed into law; 
but just this week, I am on the Com-
mittee on Veterans Affairs, and just 
this week we had representatives from 
the Veterans Affairs Department be-
fore our committee. And I asked them 
if it was current administration policy 
to pursue these efforts to increase the 

cost of prescription drugs to impose an 
annual enrollment fee on veterans, and 
to exclude Priority 8 veterans from 
even participation in the VA system. I 
was told that it continues to be the in-
tention of this administration of the 
President to pursue these efforts. 

There is something else I would like 
to mention tonight. About a year or so 
ago, the VA put out a memo to all of 
its health care providers around the 
country, a memo which consists of, in 
my judgment, little more than a gag 
order. The memo basically said, and I 
am certainly paraphrasing, but what I 
am saying is true to the spirit of the 
memo, the memo said: too many vet-
erans are coming in for service. We do 
not have enough money to provide 
those services, and so you are no longer 
able to actively pursue the dissemina-
tion of information to our veterans. 

So, Mr. Speaker, these are trouble-
some things, and I would just ask that 
my colleagues in this Chamber rethink 
the direction in which we are going.

f 

THE NEW APOLLO ENERGY 
PROJECT: A BOLD NEW ENERGY 
POLICY FOR AMERICA 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under 
the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 7, 2003, the gentleman from Wash-
ington (Mr. INSLEE) is recognized for 60 
minutes as the designee of the minor-
ity leader. 

Mr. INSLEE. Mr. Speaker, I have 
come to the House Chamber tonight to 
talk about a tremendous opportunity 
for our great country, and it is an op-
portunity that follows in the historical 
path that John Kennedy set forth back 
on May 9, 1961. The path that I would 
like to talk about tonight is a path to-
wards a new energy future for our 
country, a future that is befitting of 
this century and our technological 
progress and achievements we have 
made and can make in the next decade 
or two. 

What we are going to be introducing 
for the House consideration in the next 
week or two is what we call the New 
Apollo Energy Project, because many 
of my colleagues and myself believe 
that our country deserves a bold, vig-
orous, aggressive new energy policy 
that is befitting of the technological 
wherewithal and talents of our coun-
try. So we are calling it the New Apol-
lo Energy Project. 

The reason we are calling it the New 
Apollo Energy Project is because we 
think that we need to follow in the 
footsteps of what John F. Kennedy did 
in challenging America right behind 
us. He came to this Chamber on May 9, 
1961 as a young President, way back be-
fore computers, biotechnologies, solar 
cells, fuel cells; and he stood behind me 
and looked out to America and chal-
lenged America to put a man on the 
Moon within the decade, which was an 
extraordinary challenge to America in 
1961. Computers were in their infancy, 
our rocketry was failing repeatedly at 
that time. At that moment, people 
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